
IHR-PVS toolbox
Supporting WHO in the development of toolboxes for 
bridging IHR and PVS

Challenges addressed by the project
With the overall aim to support countries in managing risks at the animal-human 
interface, the project backs the work of WHO (conducted in collaboration with OIE, 
the World Organisation for Animal Health) to ensure the contribution of the animal 
health sector in the implementation of the International Health Regulations (IHR, 
2005).  In particular, the project will help to complement the methodology devel-
oped for IHR-PVS (Performance of Veterinary Services) bridging workshops, used by 
countries to develop roadmaps for improved coordination mechanisms between the 
animal and human health sectors.

Objectives
The main aim of the project is to develop tools for the already established national 
bridging workshops for IHR and PVS. The toolboxes can target specific diseases such 
as rabies or topics of current relevance, possibly antimicrobial resistance (AMR) or 
other “One Health” threats. The approach will facilitate the joint implementation of 
technically more rigorous control plans, thus supporting countries in the develop-
ment of a truly “One Health”-oriented agenda to strengthen the human and veteri-
nary health sectors. This project enables the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut in its capacity 
as WHO collaborating centre for Rabies surveillance and research, as well as OIE 
collaborating centre for Zoonosis in Europe, to provide the technical expertise for the 
WHO to progress in this initiative.

Overview of activities
The project represents a contribution to pillar three of the Strategy on Global Health 
Security of the German Federal Ministry of Health. This pillar focusses on shaping 
the international agenda at global level, including providing technical support to 
international organisations such as the WHO.

The main components of the project are technical specifications and the develop-
ment of a toolbox for national bridging workshops (NBWs) with a thematic focus. 
The same outputs are expected for the toolboxes covering different thematic areas, 
such as rabies and “One Health”. These comprise the following:

 » An agreed curriculum for a thematic NBW (applies in particular to rabies) with 
specified contents and procedures for the implementation.
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 »  All training materials needed for the implementation of an NBW following the 
developed curriculum.

 » A framework for feedback and evaluation by participants to enable continuous 
improvement throughout the NBWs’ implementation period.

 » Due to the high level of demand for coordination at global level under the tripar-
tite collaboration, the project additionally provides opportunities for technical 
level consultations between WHO, OIE and FAO (Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion) on the topics relevant for the project scope.

Contact/supporting institution in Germany
Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut
Federal Research Institute for Animal Health
Dr. Klaas Dietze, Secretariat for International Relations
Phone +49 38351 7 1231, Mobile +49 175 2229949
www.fli.de/en
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