
Expand-AMR 
Expansion of AMR surveillance in Ghana and Tanzania

Duration
1 January 2023 to 31 December 2025

Budget
~ EUR 1.2 million

Partner countries
Ghana, Tanzania 

Region
Western and Eastern Africa

Implemented by
Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical 
Medicine (BNITM)

Commissioning party
German Federal Ministry of Health 
(BMG)

Context 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global problem that jeopardises the 
successful treatment and control of infectious diseases. Each year, 
millions of people – particularly children under the age of five who are 
the most vulnerable to resistant pathogens – die of AMR-related infec-
tions. Effective surveillance systems are key to monitoring the circulation 
of AMR pathogens and deploying measures to prevent their spread as 
early as possible. Expand-AMR builds on previous projects which focused 
on establishing an AMR surveillance system in Ghana and Tanzania and 
strengthened laboratory diagnostic capacities for AMR bacteria. With a 
view to combating AMR, the project seeks to improve microbiology 
laboratories and the training of clinicians, nurses and laboratory person-
nel and expand clinical surveillance to other hospitals and livestock 
sampling, as animal-to-human transmission is a huge factor in the 
increasing spread of AMR.

Objective

Expanding and improving AMR surveillance systems in Ghana and 
Tanzania in accordance with WHO Global Antimicrobial Resistance and 
Use Surveillance System (GLASS) guidelines.

Thematic focus

Key facts 

Laboratory diagnostics Marketing authorisation and safety of medicinal products

Infection prevention and controlSurveillance and reporting

One Health

Strengthening of public health systems 



GHPP, the Global Health Protection Programme of the German 
Federal Ministry of Health, promotes networking, exchange and 
cooperation between specialized German and international public 
health actors. By reducing health risks and strengthening health 
systems at the national, regional and international level, in particular 
relating to pandemic and epidemic preparedness and response, the 
GHPP fosters public health protection – worldwide.

Activities

TR A INING AND COMPETENCE DE VELOPMENT

Further training of hospital personnel in all aspects of 
diagnostics, hospital hygiene, clinical algorithms and 
antibiotic stewardship

C APACI T Y DE VELOPMENT

Introducing intervention measures and supporting 
antibiotic stewardship programmes in hospitals

NET WORK ING AND COOPER AT ION

Expanding the project’s scope to hospitals in Zanzibar and 
other parts of Tanzania

In cooperation with

• National Institute for Medical Research (NIMR), Tanzania

• Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research (KCCR), Ghana

Contact

Dr Denise Dekker / Prof. Dr Jürgen May

Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine (BNITM)

Bernhard-Nocht-Straße 74, 
20359 Hamburg, Germany

dekker@bnitm.de
may@bnitm.de

RESE ARCH AND PROV ISION OF E V IDENCE 
Collecting clinical samples from patients in hospitals to 
identify circulating AMR bacteria and offer better patient 
care with more targeted treatment; sampling of livestock in 
hospital catchment areas in order to identify transmission 
reservoirs of AMR bacteria along the food chain (One Health 
approach); continuing and expanding screenings in neonatal 
units to identify transmission routes and reservoirs for AMR 
bacteria in hospitals; evaluating and adjusting both surveil-
lance and implementation measures in terms of feasibility, 
acceptability and timeliness
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