
MEVIN
Advanced Clinical Management of Emerging Viral Infections in Nigeria

Duration
1 January 2023 to 31 December 2025

Budget
~ EUR 1.8 million

Partner countries
Nigeria 

Region
Western Africa

Implemented by
Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical 
Medicine (BNITM)

Commissioning party
German Federal Ministry of Health 
(BMG)

Context 

Emerging viral infections (EVIs), including viral haemorrhagic fevers 
(VHFs) such as Lassa fever and Ebola virus disease, pose a serious threat 
to public health. Among others, this is because of their epidemic poten-
tial, limited treatment options, high mortality rates, and the lack of 
available and efficient vaccines. They have therefore been classified as a 
research and development (R&D) priority on the blueprint list for urgent 
international action by the World Health Organization (WHO). The WHO 
Lassa Fever R&D Roadmap defines the key areas which need to be 
addressed, such as improving resources for laboratories, epidemiological 
research studies, capacity building in all areas of the health system, and 
the development of standards and guidelines for clinical patient manage-
ment during outbreaks. Especially the clinical management of EVIs is of 
major importance, as affected patients often suffer severe complications, 
and their treatment is especially challenging. As such, health care systems 
in countries where outbreaks of EVIs and VHFs occur regularly – particu-
larly in West African countries such as Nigeria – need to be strengthened. 
This project builds on a cooperative arrangement established in the first 
GHPP programme phase, in which the Bernhard Nocht Institute for 
Tropical Medicine (BNITM) supported the Irrua Specialist Teaching 
Hospital (ISTH) in the development of viral genomic sequencing capaci-
ties and capacity building for the realisation of clinical trials. The current 
project focuses on establishing clinical management capacities, with a 
focus on severely ill patients.

Objective

Improving clinical management of emerging viral infections – especially 
for Lassa fever and other haemorrhagic fevers – in Nigeria.

Thematic focus

Key facts 

Outbreak management Laboratory diagnostics Clinical management
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·       Emerging viral infections (EVIs)

Mir ist nicht klar wo ich es korrigieren soll.



GHPP, the Global Health Protection Programme of the German 
Federal Ministry of Health, promotes networking, exchange and 
cooperation between specialized German and international public 
health actors. By reducing health risks and strengthening health 
systems at the national, regional and international level, in particular 
relating to pandemic and epidemic preparedness and response, the 
GHPP fosters public health protection – worldwide.

Activities

TR A INING AND DEPLOYMENT OF STAFF

Transferring knowledge on clinical management, including 
management of complications, and setting up a mobile 
point-of-care clinical laboratory for deployment in the case 
of EVI outbreaks

C APACI T Y DE VELOPMENT

Implementing a quality assurance management system for 
clinical management; translating project outcomes into 
evidence-based clinical guidelines and recommendations for 
enhanced clinical management of patients during outbreaks 
of EVIs and VHFs in resource-limited settings

In cooperation with

• Irrua Specialist Teaching Hospital (ISTH), Nigeria

Contact

Prof. Michael Ramharter / Dr Mirjam Groger /
Dr Till Omansen 

Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine (BNITM)

Bernhard-Nocht-Straße 74,
20359 Hamburg, Germany

ramharter@bnitm.de
groger@bnitm.de
till.omansen@bnitm.de

PROCUREMENT OF GOODS AND INFR A STRUC TURE

DE VELOPMENT

Introducing advanced diagnostic tools such as point-of-care 
ultrasound, echocardiography, electroencephalography and 
fundoscopy; establishing an intensive care unit for advanced 
management of EVI/VHF patients; strengthening clinical 
laboratories and adding a point-of-care (POC) laboratory for 
rapid diagnostics; supporting the local dialysis unit and 
expanding a specialised unit for EVI patients

mailto:ramharter%40bnitm.de?subject=
mailto:groger%40bnitm.de?subject=
mailto:till.omansen%40bnitm.de?subject=

	MEVIN
	Context 
	Objective
	Key facts 
	Thematic focus
	Activities
	In cooperation with
	Contact


