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Context

The emergence of COVID-19 revealed once more the delicate balance of
the wildlife-human interface and the threat that zoonoses pose for global
health. Early detection and effective risk communication systems can alert
public health authorities in time to mitigate potential risks when pathogens
jump from animals to humans. In Nigeria, as a result of a growing popula-
tion and increasing demand for food and other basic necessities of life,
agriculture is set to intensify massively. This will increase the risk of
pathogen spillover from domestic and wild animals to humans and the
emergence of zoonotic diseases. A One Health (OH) approach is needed to
implement sustainable intersectoral instruments which identify, monitor
and potentially manage zoonotic pathogens. Building on the previous
project, under which spillover events were evaluated and capacities for
molecular epidemiology in veterinary diagnostics were expanded, NEOH
aims to strengthen Nigeria’s veterinary sector and its partnership with the
human and environmental health sector through an OH research approach.
It combines the findings of research on anthropological, social and cultural
issues and on the molecular epidemiology of human and animal infections
to detect zoonotic pathogens earlier. To achieve this goal, the project will
support the establishment of the National Veterinary Research Institute
(NVRI) as the leading veterinary research unit in animal health, strength-
ening one pillar of Nigeria’s OH strategy plan. Further, the project supports
other Nigerian public health and nature conservation institutions and
organisations concerned with tackling emerging zoonotic diseases in
implementing disease prevention and control strategies to better safe-
guard Nigeria from emerging infectious diseases.

Key facts

Duration
1 January 2023 to 31 December 2025

Budget
~EUR 1 million

Partner countries
Nigeria

Region
Western Africa
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Implemented by
Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI)

Commissioning party
German Federal Ministry of Health
(BMG)

Objective

Strengthening the Nigerian veterinary sector and its partnership with the human and environmental health sector to improve

the prevention and control of zoonotic pathogens with epidemic and pandemic potential through an OH approach.

Thematic focus

(Strengthening of public health systems ) ("Outbreak management ) ( Surveillance and reporting )

(Infection prevention and control ) (_Laboratory diagnostics ) (One Health )

( Marketing authorisation and safety of medicinal products )

GHPP Global Health
Protection Programme




Activities

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

Expanding capacities and the network for the detection of
unknown pathogens and improving molecular diagnostic
capacities in the veterinary sector; supporting activities
related to the national action plan on antimicrobial
resistance

RESEARCH AND PROVISION OF EVIDENCE

Joint field research activities, including animal (wildlife and
domestic) longitudinal surveillance, and knowledge transfer
with the NVRI

NETWORKING AND COOPERATION

Strengthening intersectoral and international cooperation
between the NVRI and NCDC in Nigeria and the FLI, RKI
and BNITM in Germany

In cooperation with

+ National Veterinary Research Institute (NVRI), Nigeria

+ Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Prevention
(NCDCQ), Nigeria

+ Robert Koch Institute (RKI), Germany

+ Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine (BNITM),
Germany

Contact

Dr Anja Globig / Dr Clement Meseko

Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI), Germany; National
Veterinary Research Institute (NVRI), Nigeria

Stdufer 10, 17493 Greifswald,
Germany
Vom, Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria

Anja.Globig@fli.de
cameseko@yahoo.com

GHPP, the Global Health Protection Programme of the German
Federal Ministry of Health, promotes networking, exchange and
cooperation between specialized German and international public
health actors. By reducing health risks and strengthening health
systems at the national, regional and international level, in particular
relating to pandemic and epidemic preparedness and response, the
GHPP fosters public health protection - worldwide.

Supported by:

% Federal Ministry
4 of Health

FRIEDRICH-LOEFFLER-INSTITUT

FLII

Federal Research Institute for Animal Health

on the basis of a decision
by the German Bundestag
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