
IHR Summer School Revision
International Health Regulations Summer School Revision

Duration
1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023

Budget
~ EUR 76,000

Partner countries
Germany  

Region
Europe

Implemented by
Robert Koch Institute (RKI)

Commissioning party
German Federal Ministry of Health 
(BMG)

Context 

In the globalised world of the 21st century, public health emergencies are 
of international concern, as health threats spread easily and rapidly across 
borders and continents. To ensure the world is prepared and able to 
respond to potential threats, the International Health Regulations (IHR) 
were launched in 2005 as an essential and binding international agree-
ment for the control of infectious diseases and biological cross-border 
health threats and the management of radiological and chemical events. 
All WHO Member States have agreed to build national capacities to 
prevent, detect, assess, notify and respond to public health events. In 
2020, the World Health Assembly again highlighted the critical impor-
tance of implementing IHR core capacities to improve countries’ prepar-
edness and response to health emergencies. The RKI, in its role as a 
WHO Collaborating Centre for Emerging Infections and Biological 
Threats, supports other countries in doing this. Building on the IHR core 
capacity training from the first funding phase, the project aims to revise 
and evaluate the current IHR Summer School concept according to the 
post-COVID-19 IHR revision. Ultimately, the overarching goal is to 
reinforce national and regional public health systems by strengthening 
the skills and knowledge of the IHR Summer School participants in 
selected IHR core capacities through the exchange of best practices and 
lessons learned.

Objective

Revising the concept of the RKI’s IHR Summer School.

Thematic focus

Key facts 

One Health Resolutions and international agreements

Outbreak management Surveillance and reportingStrengthening of public health systems 



GHPP, the Global Health Protection Programme of the German 
Federal Ministry of Health, promotes networking, exchange and 
cooperation between specialized German and international public 
health actors. By reducing health risks and strengthening health 
systems at the national, regional and international level, in particular 
relating to pandemic and epidemic preparedness and response, the 
GHPP fosters public health protection – worldwide.

Activities

RESE ARCH AND PROV ISION OF E V IDENCE

Analysing previously conducted IHR training; conducting  an 
online survey with previous participants, with a view to 
revising the concept and content of IHR training 

Contact

Ariane Halm

Robert Koch Institute (RKI)

Nordufer 20, 13353 Berlin,
Germany

halma@rki.de 
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